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Divine Service there. 
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To he Right Honourable © | 


Lieutenant. Governor and Com- 
mander in Chiet of this his Ma- 
jeſty of Great Britarn's land of 
JAMAICA, &c. 


May it pleaſe your Honour, 
Any men ( I doubt not ) -may be ſo pitiful as 
to bluſh for my Impudence, when T ſhall ap- 
pear in England like a wild Indian ; others per- 
haps may hope T have ſs much modeſty left as to 
frame excuſes for my ſelf, either by laying the blame 
on the Importunity of Friends, (the uſual Refuge of 
Scriblers) which has expoſed my weakneſs to publick. 
View , or on the want of a Wardrobe, (a Library) 
Which ſhould have furniſh'd-me with a decent Dreſs : 
Though theſe pretences might be uſeful to me, yet 
ſince Truth # not uncomely, when it appears in the 
PRE ſame 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſamemanner, TOP not ſeek ProteFion + i my Cre- 
dit from ſuch Fig-leaves, whilſt your Honour gives 
me better Security : Wnder this aſſurance I am bold 
#0 -oindicate my: Obedience to your Honours pleaſure, 
(and the joynt deſires of other Gentlemen my Candid 
* Auditors) which with me has the force of an Invio- 
lable Law : Nay I ſhould have been guilty of great 
Injuſtice, in omitting any opportunity of publiſhing 
to the World, how great a Patron of the Orthodox 
Religion we have in Jamaica ; upon which account, 
I may hope for a more favourable Cenſure of my own 
weakneſs. You need not ( Sir) fear my running into 
a Flattering Panegyrick, Tantum abit a ſpecie, 
quantum abeſt a neceſlitate ; but Gratitude ob- 
liges me to acquaint my Country-men how I Bleſs 
Providence, which by the Noble, Learned, and Good : 
Lord Biſhop -of London, mtroduced me into the 
Free Service of Thoſe Who in many reſpefts, are 
alike qualified '; To him 1 owe the uſe of the old 
Stratagem, to look for the Rifmg Sun in the Weſf, 
Where with pleaſure of mind ( which i an Empire ) 
I rview the Rays of Majeſty. by Refleion , . in due 
Execution -of Laws-, in Decency and Order, in Ec- 
clefiaſtical,; Civil, and Military affairs ; Encourage- 
mont of Trade , mutual love amongſt Loyal Subjects,” . 
and all that conſtitutes a Happy Government : fo 
that no one, Who #4 not an Enemy to himſelf, can 
| think 


The Epiſtle Dedlicatary?” 

think a warm Climate te br:0ut. of: God's Weſſing,, 
This : Harmony | hat 1 made'«:you-\ devifſe «Liberal; 
thasg's, | bemg mare powerful nd ettraftive, than | 
Amphion's Harp: im taifing: theſe Noble Walls, 
whilſt your Fionouts <origilanit Eye (ike' Raazover: 
the Reapers) has made the Workmens Labour a 
_ pleaſure. | 

The enſuing Diſcourſe upon our entrance into 
God's Service: hertin, Dbope canuas be miſconſtrued, 
as a doubting, or anticipating of my Lord of Lon- 
don's kindneſs, Which be has- now conferred on the 
Place, by granting a Publick an Solenmm Dedica- 
tion, as the. firſt Bleſſmg and Honour of that na- 
ture, which: the Engliſh ever enjoyed in theſe parts. 
And that we may never want the Influence of his 
Favour, at ſo great a diſtance, T aſſure my ſelf your 
Hon ur will be always ready to eſtabliſh Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Diſciple far-aamey be, forthe lapivel 
of Vice, Which ## a truer Objeft of Fortitude, then 
ſome of our Neighbours Who flee when no man pur- 
ſueth. Sir, I know Righteouſneſs creates the bold- 
neſs of,a Lion, and will make you both an Ornament 
and Safeguard to this Place, in oppoſing the Rude- 
neſs of ſuch as dare bark, or hiſs, at any thing which 
# Divme : Nour Authority will drive Antiochus's 
Beaſts not oniy from the Sanfuary, but the -very 
Door's of it ; and your Sword mn ſome ſort repreſent 

the 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Flaming Cherubs, in guarding, but not keeping 
men From Rekeion, hich 4 the Tree of Life :* 7 
the Fruits whereof ( as they contain preſent and fu- 
ture bleſſings ) that your Honour and Family, may 


have an ample ſhare, us the hearty Prayer of, 


Sr, 
Your moſt Obedienr, 
Port-Rogal and Dutiful Seryant, 
In 7awaica, 
Jan. 28.168+. 
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ACT. T » 23+ : | 


Put off thy ſhoves from thy feet, for the place where 
thou ſtandeſt ws Holy Ground. 


r'J[ *Hough we may truly ſay, with the 
£6, [| P/almiſt, we bring our years to an end 
as a Tale that is told all the Scenes 
of. our lite being full of Yanity, and as ridicu- 
lous as that Actor in Smyrna, whoſe hand con- 
tradicted his tongue calling upon Heaven ; 
though our Talk hath been ſometimes of 
things above, whilſt our Actions have-been 
degenerous and rivetted to the things below, 
and our beſt performances ſullied with ſome 
{pots of Imperfe&tion : Yet-I: hope we ſhall 
not always retain {o. much. of the Serpeng, as 
ro be Emblems of the year, ſtill curning into 
our ſelves, and the ſame. method of- living:, | 
but be renewed in the Spirit. of our miads, re- 
deeming the time by caſting off; not-only the | 
Old Skin, but the: Old Man, and all. Clogs 
which may. hinder us from-funning the Race -- 
ſer before us, even the {mooth way of Righte- 
ouſneſs. So may we take off the gg” 
* of 


(2) 
of thoſe, who deride our Devotions, and pub- 
lick Conventions, as if they were ſtifled With 
Superſtition, in, the, oblervance of Time or 
Place, in reference to God or Goodneſs, with- 
out a Diyine Precept. 'To which end let this 
time of our Saviour's being made ſubje& to 
the Law by Circumciſion mind us, That he 
deſigned thereby” to ſpiritualize .it, and not 
make. us Libertines , but. that.. our Actions 
ſhould :be on Nobler Principles, that we 
might through his Grace become fincerely 
chough not perfectly Righteous ; fo may all 
our Gifts become acceptable, though not me- 
ritorious : He whoſe the Earth is, and the ful- 
neſs thereof, will allow Man the honour of be- 
ing in ſome ſort a Benefactor ro him, and 
will repay him wich ſufficient Intereſt : By 
taking heed to our feet when. we enter this 
Place, we may beſpeak his peculiar Preſence, | 
and Benediction : This days aflembling to- 
gether may be afluredly Auſpicious, F our 
Spiritual Renovalia commence from the ſame 
time ; If we harbour nothing unworthy of. 
Chriſtianity in, our: breaſts, nor make the 
Temples of the'Holy: Ghoſt, San&uaries for 
Vice or Uncleanefs, we may find the ſame fa- 
your from God-in a ſtanding Temple, as'our 


Fathers 


(3) 

Fathers did 'in the Tabernacle of Teſtimony, 
where God communicates: his Will, and 
makes known his Pleaſure, where by his own 
appointment his Name is recorded, and com- 
memorated by his Servants, his a&s of Mercy 

raiſed and magnified, where he evidences. 
bis preſence, to accept the Offerings and bleſs 
the Perſons of thoſe who reſort thither. 

' Now to juſtifie not only the lawfulneſs, 
but commendableneſs of EreCting ſuch Places 
of Devotion, and to ſhew what Reverence is 
due therein, I have choſen God's own words 
to Mo/es, as they are made a part of St. Stephen's 
Hiſtorical Argument to prove the approach- 
ing deſtruction of the 'Temple, by ſhewing the 
unworthineſs and great provocation of the 
Jews, who therefore had no reaſon to expe&t 
a continuance of his Favour : And this I have 
the rather pitch'd on, becauſe of ſome part of: 
his ſpeech, v. 48, 49, 50. {o grolly miſtaken 
and urged by thole Zealots who would have 
all our Churches thought Superſticious, or at 
leaſt all expences about them Superfluous, 
Colt and Magnificence not becoming the fim, 
plicity of the Goſpel : As if a Manger were 
ſtill as fir for a Glorified Saviowr, as a Throne, 
and they becoming like the Beaſts thac periſh,, 

73 | 
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the only fit Company: for him : The reaſon 


perhaps why 40 many' of God's Houſes were 
rurned-into-reaÞ Stables, and Dens of Thieves: 
Bur Fhope-noae of their Suryivors are” come 
hicher allo-;- nor can I.tear Sr. Stephen's Fate, 
ro-be ghaſhed on-with the Teeth from the ſe. 
verity. of that truth, which-now is ſeaſonable 
to be ſpoken, " | 

And fo with Reverence I come to- the 
words of God, which are a Command of 
{hewing; a reſpect tothe Place of his Preſence, 
manifelited by a glorious appearance in the 
Buſh, and is therefore called Holy, From 
which without running into many particulars, 
Three Obſervables ariſe : 

- 1. A diſtinCtion of Places. 

2: The reaſon of the diſtin&tion, ( wiz.) 
God's peculiar Relidence, and diſpenſation of 
his Grace. 

3- The Inference thereupon ; a ſuitable 
Reſpect and Reverence. 

1. We muft learn to diſtinguiſh between 
Sacred and Prophane Places, the omiſſion and 
negle&t whereof made Gd expreſs his anger 
by the mouth of Exekeel, chap. 22. verl. 26. 
Though he be not a:local God, of the Hills or 
of the Valleys, his Preſence not to be circum- 


ſcrib'd, 
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(5). | 
ſcrib'd,: yet. his condeſcention' is ſo. great-ta 
the'Sons'of Men, that he delights to be in the 
midſt of them in publick Places of Audience, 
when they preſent their Addrefles ro him3 
Adam in his ſhort time-'of- Tanocence, -. knew 
where to :meet- fim with a pleaſing , Aſpect, 
when he had no occaſion to-palliate his'Crime, 
or hide himſelf, his Sons knew where to 
offer their Sacrifice. From whence ſhould we 
trace Hiſtory to';the Pureſt times of Chriſtia- 
nity, it would in one continued Series ftrong- 


ly juſtifie. the ſame Practice, and confirm our 
preſent Aﬀertion-:- This Obſervable oaly we 


will not omit, (via; ), That when the Paſſion 


was repreſented co Abraham on; Mount (Moriah, 


the Conception to Moſes on Mount Sai, the 


Interceſſion- of: C hriſt to David in the Threſh- - 


ing-floor of 4raujiah; two of whigh plares were 
appointed for the Temple, and. Tabernacle, 
there was.enjoyned a diſtinction of Perſonsin 
reſpect of the Places, proportionable in, ſome 
ſorr, tro that difference: berween Perſons, and 


Places, [in the Temple 'and Tabernacle: 


Abraham and his Son may go yonder, but che 
People muſt ſtay here ; Moſes and Joſhua muſt 


-pul] oft their ſhoes, and thew Revyerence, till 


they were impower'd to. execute the Prieft- 
| B 2 hood ; - 


(6) 

hood; David's Altar was ere&ed only near the 
place of the' Angels appearance”: The dire- 
&ion in which behalf was univerſal, Perſons, 
Garments, Sacrifices, Ornaments had their 
diftin&ions , the Tabernacle was Holier then 
the Camp, and the ſame Order lived in the 
Temple. Solomon and Exra had patterns to 
be dire&ed by, and how zealous the Jews 
were in the obſervance of them, is ſufficiencly 
manifeſted by their Reſentment of Pompey's 
infolent Invaſion of the Sanfuary, which he 
termed, Grande Impie Gentis arcanum, though 
to his own ruine, as their Story fu = 4 
Herod ( though _— -only by Ambition ) 
would not expoſe the View of it to unquali- 
fied Perſons, as may appear by the "anne 
ſentence inſcribed over the Gates, againſt all 
Rude Intruders : And ſhall there now leſs 
Honour be given to God, lef(s Holineſs in the 
Place of his Worſhip, ſince his only Son was 
really Sacrificed, then when he was offered 
only in Shadow ? when our Saviour in a Hol 

Rage ( after his Baptiſm, and before his Pal- 
ſion ). expelled the Merchants and Ulurers 
from the place, where the Chriſtian Church 
was beſt repreſented, where Inſtru&tions and 
"Devotions were to be performed after his Ex- 
. Piration, 


(7) | 
piration, he ſhewed hereby that this diſtinfion 
of Places ſhould be of: equal extent, wich the 
benefit of his Baptiſm and ' Paſſion ; ſhould 
continue as long as the neceflity of Prayer 
and Preaching the Goſpel, licenſing -all Fa- 
bricks erected for the ſame uſe by his own, 
and his Apoſtles examples, who diſputed, in- 
ſtructed, and prayed in {ſmaller Synagogues, 
which ſucceeding Ages have warrantably 
imitated. fs 
How hot the Zeal of Chriſtians was in this 
affair, appeared by cheir ere&ting Oratories, 
as {oon-as they durſt creep our of thezr Caves 
and Dens : what was the care and coſt of the 
' good and great Conſtantine, few are unac- 
quainted with : Juſtmian's pious Emulation, 
one's equalling the, Letters, of the Roman Al- 
phabet, another the-days of the year with the 
number of their own Churches, z {mall parc 
of Hiſtory will inform us. And though what 
was {o well intended, was ſoon: corrupped, 
and many Fopperies introduced, yet the/abuſe 
muſt not wholly fruſtrate the end : The An- 
cients we know condemned the opinion of 
Merit, feigned Miracles, ſuperſtition of Re- 
liques and Saints ; yet they applauded. the 
Eſſential part of the wosk, and the Founders, 
acknow- 


_ 
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acknowledging our Saviour's —— of 
the Centurion's character, to be {uffticient An- 
thority for their imitation of him : However 
ſince decency and order never want diſtur- 
bers, and there are ſuch as look onthe erect- 
ing convenient Places for God's Service, as Su- 
perſtitious, ( though he exprelly appropriates 
a Houſe of Prayer ro himlelt; ) it may not be 
improper to examine the ſtrength of their 
moſt cogent Arguments. 

As to the prattice of the Patriarchs which 
they urge, what parity is there berween their 
caſe and 'ours , were not their Habitations 
movable, their Congregations their own Fa- 
milies, ſo thatfixed places for Divine Worſhip 
was not ſuicable to their condition ; yet con- 
veniences they had, and in fuch caſe Damel's 
Den, '6t Jonas his floating Ifland\ ſupply the 
place of a Church, ſoDevotion do bur conſe- 
crate it. Z | 

What is fetched from T/aiah, where God 
fays Heaven -is his Throne, and Earth his 
Footſtool, asking where is the Houle they 
would atrempt to build him , they tortifie 
with the 4.8") verſe of this Chapter, God dwel- 
leth not in Temples made with hands ; which Texts 
ſpeak this ſence” only, That God who. is In- 


COIN- 


9) 

comprehenſ1ble, will not be-chought to be im- 
priſoned like the Heathen Idols, 'or chained 
like the Thrians Titular Deicy, bur he diſowns 
not ſuch a place where a Congregation might 
joytully meet together to the honour of his 
Name. Thus St. Stephen tells the Jews, that 
God who had the whole World for his Pa- 
lace, was not to be confined to their Temple, 
ſo as to: preſerve it from ever being deſtroyed, 
ſince they were. grown Rebellious, and had 
been ity of ſhedding the blond'of the Lord 
of Lite. | 

From our Saviour's diſconrſe with the Wo- 
man of Samaria, and the Apoſtles Injun&tion 
that men pray. every Where hfting up pure hands, 
without wrath and doubting, I can 1nter only this ; 
God's Worſhip under the Goſpel, ſhall nor. be 
confined to the Mountain, or Tempie at Jeru- 
ſalem, which Chriſtian Liberty I-chink would 
have been improperly ſo called, did it forbid 
erecting, other places convenient for that De- 
votion which Chriſtianity requires. 

Though Types ceale, yet the Temple was 
not meerly Myſtical inthe uſe of it, but had a 
natural, convenience for the multitude of thoſe 
that kept Holyday , why therefore may not 
our Churches multiply, where che Goſpel is 

| ſpread, 
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(10) 
ſpread, as well as the Lords-day ſucceed the 
Sabbath, Time and Place convenient being 
always neceſlary for Sacred Actions. 

It is therefore your Glory who have been as 
forward to build God a Houſe, as the warrant 
is uncontroulable : and if the Shunamites kind- 
neſs to a Prophet, in building and furniſhing 
a Chamber, be kindly accepted of God, whac 
Favourites ſhall they be, who ( like the man 
after his own heart ) delight not in their own 
Houſes, till God's be finiſhed. David indeed 
was not permitted to build che Temple, not 
barely (I ſuppoſe ) as a Warriour, but becauſe 
he was a man of bloud in the matter of Hriab ; 
for the Centurion was a Souldier too: And 
hope Eccleſiaftical and Military Diſcipline 
duly. obſerved, will be mutual Supports to 
ah other, uniting Strength and the beauty of 
Holineſs. To David's Harp therefore ler our 
Souls be tuned ; let us rejoyce with him who 
was glad, when they (aid, We will go mto the 
Houſe of the Lord, which he appropriates to 
himſelf and makes Holy, by a peculiar ma-_ 
king of his reſidence, and affording his Graces 
there. --- The ſecond thing to be ſpoken to , 

2. There is ſuppoſed in every ordinary 
Conſecration, whether of Perſons, Things, or 

Places, 


(11) 
Places, adelivery made by: Man, taking poſe. 
ſeffica- by God, who does it not by Proxy, - 
| bur is immediately and perſonally preſenc ; 
Where he aflumes or relerves any thing, or 
Place to himſelf, his preſence confticutes and 
makes an extraordinary Conlecration, which 
prefence follaws in the Qrdinary . thus whea 
| Jacob ſaw that intercourſe berween Heaven 
and Earth, he concluded that the Lord was in 
that Place, and the Heavenly Meſlengers rea- 
dy to convey the Petitions of humble Peni- 
rents into his Preſence-Chamber. Whereupon 
Luz changes its name and property, that in 
Bethel (4. e. the Houſe of God) his Vows may 
be performed. Thus the Divine appearance 
to David; Moſes, and Joſhua, made the places 
Holy by his own zppointment : From whence 
I preſume may ariſe St. Peter's .forwardneſs 
in building three Tabernacles at the Transfi- 
guration : The imitation-of whoſe Zeal in 
the other ordinary way, Will not (I hope) be 
look'd on by Poſterity as a Frantick a&t of 
yours, as if you wiſt not what you did. 

In the forementioned Examples, God's pre- 
ceding Prefence made Places Holy , in the or- 
dinary Conlecration which now concerns us, 
| God makes them fo, by his gracious accep- 
tance, 


(12) 
tance, and a more immediate communication 
of himſelf therein. From hence Cain called the 

ace of his Father and Families Devotion, the 
face of God ; and Abel had a ſignal Teſtimony 
of his Preſence, by firing of his Sacrifice. 

Thus God took poſleflion of the Taberna- 
cle of the Temple, when dedicated to his Ser- 
vice ; he was with Abraham and Jacob by pro- 
miſe, wich Moſes and Jofhua by afliftance. The 
Lord of Iſrael can accompany his Seryants in 
all Places ; but they are moſt ſure to find him 
where he has put his Glory, and in a more 
eſpecial manner placed his Name, which in 
the Law is Domus Manſtonalu Omnipotentus Dei. 

Our Saviour honoured the Anniverſary of the 
third Dedication, under the Maccabees, with 
his Preſence ; which Solemnity was after- 
wards uſed by Eugenius firſt, who was followed 
by other Chriſtians, as may appear by Eccle- 
fiaſtical Hiſtory, many approving of che Cu- 
ſtom. From whence the Canoniſts conclude 
it to be a neceſſary Church-Conſticution , 
which none inferiour to a Biſhop could per- 
form, according to the Law definition, Res 
facre ſunt que per Pontifices rite conſecrate ſunt , 
though ſome would give the power of Con- 
ſecration to Princes and Governours, or at 


leaſt 
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ey : 


leaſt of deputing others to do the ſame. Thus 
:they lay Solomon bore a great part in the Con- 
' .ſecration of the Temple ; and Conſtantine him- 


ſelf called that great number. of Clergy to his 


Church atiJern/alem ; nay an. Helvetian Pro- 
-teflor ſays, Antiquitushec Authoritus ſemper fuit 
© Magiſtratus Politici : Bur with what Authority 


he ſpeaks; I underſtand not , nor ſhall L there- 


_ upon undertake to diſpute Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 


riſdiction, rather hoping that Neceſlicy, being 
our Adyocate, will eaſily excuſe the want of 


- that Formality we deſire, ſiace we perform 


the Eſſential part by a Pious Intention. Peter 
Martyr diſtinguiſhing between an Inward 
Temple, and an Outward, meaning by an 
Inward, Man, by the Outward, 4a Place of Wor- 
ſhip, ſays, That we conlecrate a Place, when 
firſt we apply it to Sacred Uſes ; as Man is 
dedicated to God in Baptiſm : From whom 
we dilſent nor, ſince he furcher agrees with the 
Ancient manner, according to the Regiſtry of 
Euſebius, concerning the performance at Jeru- 


falem ; where they adorned their firſt Afem- 
bling in the Church, wich Praying, Praifing, 
| Thankſgiving, and Preaching : Nay a Jeſuit 


Oo 


and great Metaphyſician confeſles, That by 
ſimple Intention of Will and plain Benedicti- 


C2 on, 


(14) 
on, an'Oratory or Church may be ſeparated 
from Prophane or Common Uſes. So that 
though we cannot uſe all cuſtomary Cereme- 
nies, | ſhall nor fear the Acculation of :a'Re- 
manift againſt A#/chardua,'as it by lome-omilfi- 
on he had:rather Proptian'd, chan Confeora- 
ced a Church': I ſhall not chink myſelf 
bound to make any Apology for Adminiftring 
the Sacrament .ina place no otherwiſe iConfe- 
crated, as Athanaſius did when accuſed by the 
Arians for ſo doing ; If there be any Error in 
Scituation, or Church-Archite&ure, ( which 
the great Cardinal lo much ſtands on ) I will 
not inyoke St. Dunſtan's Shoulder to remove | 
any patrt of it into irs proper place: We may 
diſlodge Satan without Exorcifms, who will 
flee if we reſiſt him ; nor need we any Mira- 
cles exther to allow or diſapprove of our Free- 
will-offering, fince every Creature of God is 
| ſan@ified by the Word and Prayer. This in 
former times. was {ufficient co procure a Reve- 
rential behaviour in ſuch Places, not from any 
inherent Holineſs in them, bur that which 
was and is obje&ively adherent to them, 
through Chriſt s promiles, by united Deyo- 
tions, and participating of the Sacraments, is a 
_-Communion of Saints. And O that we were 


joyntly 


| (15) 
joyntly .relglved to fulfil ;the Prophecy of the 
Cinch which ,is in —— —— do: ; 
Many people ſhallſay,det 1 goiup to the Mountain 
of the, Lord, to the Fdawſe of the:God of Jacob, and 
Ste:iwill.teach 15:his Ways.. and. we Will walk in bis 
paths;; For out -of Sion -ſhall the, Lord go forth, and 
;the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. In lws 
Houſe therefore fet-us meet him, where hes 
to beifound, with an early and-humble Deyo- 
tien,,and when ,we.appear in his-Church, Jet 
not the inegle& of our Duty there, prove 
Sreaterithan, Abſence.; which brings us to the 
laſt thing. 

3- The neceſfity,of a ſuicable Reſpect to 
the-Place where God's honour dwelleth,which 
ſuicablene(s berwixt Honour and Merit is re- 
quired by natural Juſtice. | 

This Eaſtern cuſtom .of pulling off the 
ſhoes, would aptly lead us to a view of. the 
ſeveral Reverential behaviours practiced :in 
our own Church, in all which we pay bur one 
Divine one, and that is ro God : Bur I-ſhall 
not at ;preſent trouble you with Circumſtan- 
tials, a word or two-of the moſt Eflential 
parts of our deportment, {hall ſer you all at - 
| libedry. | 

There is in the firſt place ſuppoſed an y - 
1 
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ful coming to the Place where Reverence is 
required ; for in the words to Moſes, (draw not 
nigh hither, which.St. Stephen omits) there is no 
excule afforded for our negle&, God thereby 
only forbidding an impudent Intruſion into 
the SanFum ,. an entrance into Minifterial 
Offices withour Commiſſion ;, but to his 
Houſe all are bidden, and the {lighting of the 
invitation would be a high contempzr : If only 
the Command of his Yicegerent were to be pro- 
duced in this affair, fince /1a Regia, is quaſi 
Sacra, that contempt is ſo unwarrantable, that 
| wonder how Abſenters can pretend to Con- 
ſcience, which is the ſtrongeſt Sanction of the 
Law, obliges us to Obedience, and bids us 
not rob God of the leaſt of his Retinue un- 
necellarily. 

Having made our entrance into the Houle 
of God, the wile man lays we cannot be too 
attentive ; when God ſpeaks and pronnunces 
-our welcom, let no Prejudice or Partiality, no 
affe&tion for a Party, make Paul and Apollo's 
the heads of Fa&tion, Which 1s in effect the 
dividing of Chriſt himſelf. 7 

Let not his poſitive Laws of Baptiſm, and 
his Supper, be ſo much flighted as they now 
ſeem to be, buttwhat is moſt of all ſuitable 
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to the preſent occaſion, let our firſt Afſem- 
bling together be ſeaſoned with Praiſes and 
Prayers, the chief Ingredients requiſite for a 

'| ” true Conſecration. | : | 
1. Under the firſt head,, This: Noble- 
| & Structure ſeems to ſpeak the Language of the. 
Þ5: of Syrack, and bids us praiſe famous men; - 
whoſe modeſty perhaps. would not bear the 
Truth in the rehearſal of their Liberal Acts; 
and ſuch a Flattering Oracor might well ex- 
pet the ſame Fate which attended Conſtai- 
tines, (wviz.) to be filenced for too much com- 
mending him on the fame occaſion : How- 
ever we are obliged to praiſe God for raifing 
ſuch Benefactors, for giving of us Nurſing- 
Fathers and Defenders of Religion ; not only 


f 


; 


Martyrs and Confeflors, bur ſuch as dare live, 


and do, as well as ſuffer, for the, promotion 
of the Goſpel :' That we are not confined to 
Caves and Dens, which more rehned Chri- 
ſtianity was contented with : That he hath 
given us all bleſſings Spiricual and Temporal 
In his Son, the conformity to whoſe Exam- 
ple will be the prailing of him in the 

higheſt Key. 
2. Then let us pray for the continuance of 
all his Mercies, that our Candleſtick may not 
be 


COW): -- ; 
be rettroved; that the devices of Foreigrt and' | 
Dotaeſtick Enemies may be fruftrated, tharci | 
all Herefie,  Schiſm, Fa&tion and Rebellion]! 
may be reſtrained by the men of Courage, ! 
ro-whom Authority -15 committed ; that we 
may be as a Ciry eompa&t together, even all} 
who profeſs the Name of Chriſt, the Harmo- ! 
ny of the Goſpel being powerfu] to unite our { 
hearts and minds ſo, that the Croſs may -be 
fill more and more Trinmphanc, till thou 
O blefled Saviour haſt obtained the Heathen 
for thine Inherirance, and the utmoſt parts of 
the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion : To whom wich 
the Father and bleſſed Spirit, be aſcribed (as 
is moſt due) all Honour and Glory, from this 
þ » time for evermore. Amen. 


FINIS. 


